[A swollen leg after total hip arthroplasty].
Two patients, a 71-year-old and a 59-year old woman who had undergone total hip arthroplasty, presented with pain, difficulty in walking and slow progressive unilateral leg swelling. They did not have any other physical abnormalities. Physical examination and other investigations indicated a cystic enlargement of the iliopectineal bursa causing venous obstruction of the v. femoralis. After exploration and excision of the swelling the patients recovered rapidly. Pathological examination showed a bursa with an extensive foreign body giant cell reaction, double-breaking fibrous polyethylene and a small quantity of granular metal pigment originating from the total hip prosthesis. A unilateral swelling of the leg can also be caused by deep venous thrombosis and primary lymphatic oedema or by other compressing swellings. Venous obstruction due to cystic enlargement of the iliopectineal bursa following total hip arthroplasty is only described incidentally. Treatment consists of decompression of the affected structures and if necessary revision of the polyethylene cup to avoid excessive polyethylene wear.